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HOLE IN ONE:   The Board voted in favor of a hole-in-one prize starting next year.  An 
additional $5.00 fee will added to the 2018 membership dues to fund the award.  Any 
member making a hole-in-one during the same fiscal year, will share the prize equally.  
If a hole-in-one is not scored by a member during the current fiscal year, the prize 
money will be carried over to the following year and added to the prior year’s pool.  The 
award will be paid out at the annual awards banquet.  The VGA will retain its present 
policy of awarding a member who scores a hole-in-one $100 plus up to an additional 
$100 for drinks in celebration.  The member will be awarded the $100 as soon as it can 
be arranged. 
 
30-MINUTE RULE RECINDED.  In lieu of the rule, all players should encourage their 
respective foursome to keep up with the group in front.   
 
The VGA officers for 2016 were elected unopposed to serve in the same capacities for 
2017.  They are as follows: President – Tony Dalton, Vice-President – Ron Amstutz, 
Secretary – Rusty Silverman, and Treasurer – Fred Baldwin.   
 
The VGA Board recommends that players enter a score for each hole played in an 
event.  This includes the player who picks up his/her ball and “exes out” on a hole.  The 
player should enter a score that represents his/her probable score on the hole marked 
with an X.  That player should also enter an X next to the total score.  The board also 
decided that if a player does not complete at least 13 holes in an event, then that player 
will be ineligible for any prize money. 
 
The Board voted to limit the number of days that prize money is held by tournament 
directors to 30 days.  After that time, the money will be deposited in the VGA savings 
account.  
 
The Board discussed changes for the upcoming VGA Club Championship.  It was 
decided that all members play from the same set of tees closest to 6000 yards.  In this 
way, all entrants will automatically be entered into both the gross and net flights.    
 
The Board voted to award a plaque to the winner of the Champion of Champions 
tournament. 
 
For several years the Board has discussed various options in an effort to increase 
attendance for the VGA Annual Banquet.  This past November fewer than 30 members 
attended the banquet.  The Board decided to have future annual awards ceremonies to 
follow the final Club Championship event.  Following the tournament, the Board will pay 
for each member’s lunch, not including drinks or any other additional items.  It is the 
hope of the board that members will take advantage of this opportunity and attend the 
Awards Banquet.   
 
 



Qualifications to be Member of the Board:  In order for a member to be on or retain a 
seat on the VGA Board, a minimum of ten rounds must be played in a VGA sanctioned 
event during a fiscal year. 
 
The Board voted to amend the 6,000-yard rule for men.  If all of the tees that meet the 
6,000-yard rule have slope ratings of 125 or more, then the tournament chairman must 
include a men’s rated tee of less than 125, if available. 
 
The Board voted to implement a 5,000-yard rule for women players.   
 
2016 VGA Club Championship 
 
The VGA Club Championship was played on Saturday November 5 at Dove Valley and 
Saturday November 12 at Palmbrook.  The results of the tournament are as follows: 
 

Net Flight 
 
First Place      Tim Haight        - $200 
Second Place    Dan Clark         - $150 
Third Place     Tom Giljum       - $100 
Fourth Place     Dan Delgado     -  $75 
Fifth Place     Ron Gunderson -  $50 
 
 

Gross Flight 
 
First Place      Dan Campos      - $200 
Second Place    Tom Hecocks     - $150 
Third Place     Jim Bays             - $100 
 
 
 

The annual Awards Banquet was held at Palmbrook Golf Club following the final round 
of the Club Championship.  In addition to the above awards, the following golfers were 
also recognized: 
 
Big Dog Winners 
 

Wednesday 
 
First Place      Dave Dean         - $100 
Second Place    Ron Gunderson  -  $60 
Third Place     Tony Dalton         -  $40 
 

Saturday 
 
First Place     Tim Haight       - $100 
Second Place    Fred Baldwin   - $60 
Third Place     Clark, Currie, 

    Gunderson        - $40
Other Tournaments 
 

Champion of Champions 
 
First Place      Tony Dalton        - $100 
Second Place    Ken Baca            -   $60 
Third Place     Dave Dean          -   $40 
 

The President’s Cup 
 
First Place      Tony Dalton     - $100 
Second Place    John Pierce      -   $60 
Third Place      Neil Fisel          -   $40

Four-Ball Matches 
 

Wednesday 
 
First Place      Haight & Storms - $100 
Second Place    Baca & Dalton     -  $60 
Third Place     Baldwin & Giljum -  $40 

 
 

  Saturday 
 
First Place      Bays & Ewing     - $100 
Second Place    Dan & Lukert      -   $60 
Third Place      Haight & Snively -   $40

 



Individual Awards 
 
 Holes-in-One 
 
Fred Baldwin  - $100  
Tom Hecocks - $100 
 

 Other Awards 
 
Ken Baca      - $100 for lowest net score 
Eddie Little - $100 for most improved

Match-play Tournament with the SGL 
 
In honor of Jim O’Keefe, the second annual match-play tournament with the Saturday 
Golf League (SGL) was played at Ken MacDonald Golf Course on Saturday, November 
26th.  The event featured singles matches and four-ball matches.  The VGA took the 
title by a score of 9½ to 6½ to avenge the loss they suffered in 2014.  While the SGL 
won the four-ball matches by a score of 4 to 2, the VGA feasted on the singles matches 
winning by a score of 7½ to 2½.  Congratulations to the VGA! 
 
Highlights from the Quarter Four      
 
Dave Dean and Fred Baldwin represented the VGA in the 2016 AGA two-man club 
championships.   They qualified for the finals at the Wigwam red course.  They placed 
seventh out of nine teams in the finals at Moon Valley Country club.  Nice going guys!   
 
Eagles and Aces 
 
Two Dans earned the $25 prize for making eagles last quarter including:   
 
Dan Campos eagled the 17th hole at Ken MacDonald.  Well Done Danny! 
 
Dan Christiansen eagled the tenth hole at Palmbrook.  Sweet!   
 
 
Big Dog Bites 
 
Standings through December 31st:  
 
Doug Patterson has jumped into the lead for the Wednesday Big Dog race by winning 
three events in the last two months of the year.  Dick Brooks and Dwain Moore are 
tied for second with eight points each.  Four golfers, Ken Baca, Al Dan, Rich Golz, and 
Steve Richter are tied for third place with five points each. 
 
Steve Richter, the only player on both lists, is leading the Saturday Big Dog race with 
ten points, followed by Kevin Gilmore with eight points, and Tim Haight is third with 
seven points. 
 
Big Dog points are awarded to the top three players for both the Wednesday and 
Saturday events.  First place finishers earn five points, second place three points, and 
third place one point. 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Arnie: 

Dear Arnie, I have a question about the application of the “Provisional Rule” in relation 
to when the original ball is to be abandoned.  I hit my tee shot towards out-of-bounds 
line and as a result, I played a provisional ball from the tee.  My provisional shot came 
up short.  After searching for the original ball without success, I returned to my 
provisional ball and played that ball.  However, upon approaching the green, I found my 
ball in the fairway (that’s golf for you).  I declared that, due to the provisional ball rule, 
the original ball was out of play.  Am I “out of bounds” on this ruling?  Joltin’ John 

Yes John, you’re “out of bounds”.  According to rule 27-1b of the USGA’s Rules of Golf 
(see below), the original ball would not have been out of play since the provisional ball 
was played from a point farther from the hole than the original ball.  However, if you 
verbally abandoned the original ball, then you must play the provisional ball. 

 

A "provisional ball" is a ball played under Rule 27-2 for a ball that may be lost outside 
a water hazard or may be out of bounds. 

b. When Provisional Ball Becomes Ball in Play 

The player may play a provisional ball until he reaches the place where the original ball is 

likely to be. If he makes a stroke with the provisional ball from the place where the original 

ball is likely to be or from a point nearer the hole than that place, the original ball 

is lost and the provisional ball becomes the ball in play under penalty of stroke and 

distance (Rule 27-1). 

Dear Arnie, I have a question about the rule concerning grounding a club in a hazard.  
I hit my ball into a marked hazard and decided to take a one-stroke penalty and play the 
ball from outside of the hazard.   I picked up the ball and while deciding where to place 
the ball, I leaned on my club in the hazard.  A discussion ensued in my foursome as 
whether the grounding of my club in a hazard after the ball has been picked up should 
result in a two-stroke penalty.  I did not think so.  Drivin’ Dan 
 
Dear Dan, the point of decision in this case rests on the fact that your ball was no longer 
in the hazard.   According to rule 13-4 of the USGA’s Rules of Golf, you are correct.  
The rule’s prohibited actions are listed under the title below. 

13-4. Ball in Hazard; Prohibited Actions 

Except as provided in the Rules, before making a stroke at a ball that is in 

a hazard (whether a bunker or a water hazard) or that, having been lifted from 

a hazard, may be dropped or placed in the hazard, the player must not: 

a. Test the condition of the hazard or any similar hazard; 

b. Touch the ground in the hazard or water in the water hazard with his hand or a club; 
or 

c. Touch or move a loose impediment lying in or touching the hazard. 



The Phoenix City Golf Card 

VGA members may renew their Phoenix City Golf card on the yearly anniversary of its 
purchase.  The renewal cost is $30.  The VGA will continue to reimburse $10.00 to VGA 
members who purchase a new city card.

VGA Hats for Sale!  
 
The VGA has a selection of good quality 
hats with our logo.  There are two styles 
including: white with a blue or tan trim 
for $35, sand with a tan trim for $35 (not 
shown in the picture), and white with a 
blue trim and chin tie for $30.  There are 
also white golf hats for $15 and visors 
for $10.  See Fred Baldwin for details.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


