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From the Board Meeting September 7, 2016 
 
The Board discussed the VGA embedded ball rule.  The clarification is as follows: A 
ball embedded in any grassy area, but not in a hazard, may be cleaned and dropped 
according to USGA rules.  If there is any question about the use of the rule, and the 
foursome cannot agree on its use, then the player has the option to play two balls, one 
where it lies and the other where it is dropped.  He then must ask the tournament 
director to make a ruling before the official score has been posted.  If he fails to do so, 
the higher of the two scores will be his official score for the hole. 

The board voted to have annual Two-Man Best Ball Tournaments for both a 
Wednesday and a Saturday event.  Golfers that enter the normal VGA event will be 
ranked by handicap with the lower half labeled A and the upper half labeled B.  The 
tournament chair will assign pairs for the two-ball tournament, one player from the A list 
and one from the B list.  The VGA will post $200 as prize money for both tournaments, 
$100 for first place, $60 for second, and $40 for third.  The event is named  
The Don Peterson Two-Man Best Ball Tournament in honor of our President 
Emeritus Don Peterson.  The normal VGA event will run in conjunction with best ball 
tournament.  This year’s tournaments are scheduled for Saturday, October 22 at Aguila 
Golf Club and Wednesday, October 26 at the Ken McDonald Golf Course.   
 
2016 VGA Club Championship 
 
The VGA Club Championship is scheduled for Saturday November 5 at Dove Valley 
and Saturday November 12 at Palmbrook.  There are two flights for the two-round 
event, low net and low gross.  Prize money will be awarded to the first five places in the 
low net flight and the first three places in the low gross flight.  VGA members must have 
played at least ten rounds in VGA sponsored tournaments since last year’s Club 
Championship (played last November) to be eligible.  VGA sponsored events include 
those rounds played in the annual John Pierce Invitational down in Green Valley.  The 
normal VGA tournaments will run concurrently with the VGA Club Championship.  There 
is a one-time $10 entry fee to paid at Dove Valley upon entering the tournament. 
 
The annual Awards Banquet will be at Palmbrook Golf Club following the final round of 
the Club Championship.  As is VGA tradition, the club pays for all members attending 
the banquet.  Additional guests of VGA members will be charged for their meals.  Prize 
money will be awarded at the banquet for the VGA Club Championship, the 2016 Big 
Dog contests, the President’s Cup, and the Champion of Champions.  In all, over 
$2,000 will be paid out.  Be sure to make your reservation on our website to enjoy the 
fun. 
 
Match-play Tournament with the SGL 
 
In honor of Jim O’Keefe, the second annual match-play tournament with the Saturday 
Golf League (SGL) will be played at Ken MacDonald Golf Course on Saturday 



November 26, 2016.  The event begins at 8:00 A.M. with a shotgun start.  Members 
from each club will be paired based on handicaps.  The team winning the most matches 
will capture The O’Keefe Cup.  Our regular VGA Saturday tournament will run in 
conjunction with The O’Keefe Cup competition.  Both leagues look forward to your 
participation.  It should be a lot of fun.   
 
Highlights from the Q. 3 2016 
 
Vic “You’re luckier than Bosiak” Bosiak played nine holes recently at the Grand Canyon 
University Golf Course.  He shot a nice 56!  Vic will be celebrating his 96th birthday on 
October 17th.   Give him a call.  He’ll appreciate it.  His number is 602-971-3244.   
 
Tom Hecocks has had a great year so far.  He holed his first ace in January and 
recently broke 70 for a first time by shooting 66 at Silverado.  He had 36 on the front 
and 30 on the back including an eagle on the par-five hole number 11.  Tom said that 
every part of his game was on that day.  GREAT ROUND TOMMY “NO SHOES”.      
 
Dave Dean and Steve Richter recently played in the AGA Senior Cup and finished 
fourth in their flight with a 42.  The winning twosome shot 36.  Nice going guys!   
 
Eagles and Aces 
 
Three players earned $25 for scoring eagles last quarter including:   
 
Tony “Mr. President” Dalton eagled the ninth hole, a par five 535-yard hole at the Gold 
Canyon Dinosaur Mountain course on July 9th.  That’s a great eagle! 
 
Rich Golz, a recent new member to the VGA, eagled the second hole, a par four 300-
yard hole at Southern Dunes on August 24th.  It was a shot to be remembered.  Rich hit 
his drive into a fairway trap 50 yards from the green.  He then hit a screamer that 
bounced over the green and up a steep hill for at least 20 feet.  The ball hesitated, and 
then rolled down the hill, onto the green, and into the hole!  Wow! 
 
Ben Hughes eagled the fourteenth hole, a par four 337-yard hole, at GCU on 
September 3rd.  Ben jarred the hole with a wedge.  NICE SHOT after four mishits with 
the same club earlier in the round.  It’s a good thing he didn’t throw it in the pond on 13 
as some VGA players have done in the past. 
 
Congratulations gentlemen! 
 
Big Dog Bites 
 
Standings through September 17th:  
 
The Wednesday Big Dog race is a “dogfight”.  Early this quarter Tony Dalton surge into 
a big lead with 30 points, but “Mighty” Ron Gunderson hit his stride wining several 
events in a row distancing himself from “President” Dalton.  Presently “Mighty” Ron has 
an eight point lead on Tony with 38 points followed by Dave Dean, Steve Richter, and 
Danny Clark with 25, 21, and 15 points, respectively. 
 
Tim Haight played well in the third quarter and surged into the lead for the Big Dog 
Saturday race with 24 points.  Fred Baldwin finds himself in second with 23 points 



followed by Jeff Currie, Ron Gunderson, and John Pierce with 19, 15, and 14 points, 
respectively. 
 
REMEMBER: The 2016 Big Dog competitions end November 9th for Wednesdays and 
on November 12th for Saturdays.  Come out and play!  Get into the fight! 
 
The VGA Desert Rule – Once Again! 
 
For players that elect to use the VGA desert rule please heed the following; 
 
1. In order for the Desert Rule to apply, the ball must pass over grass and remain in-

bounds.  The player then may drop the ball in the grass, within two club lengths of 

where it entered the desert, no closer to the hole. The player is then assessed a one-

stroke penalty.   

 
2. If a player decides to play the ball out of the desert, and after completing his shot, the 

ball remains in the desert without crossing grass, he forfeits his use of the desert rule 

and must continue to play the ball in the desert.  

 
3. If the ball enters the desert at one point and is found closer to the hole, the ball is not 

dropped from a point opposite where it is found, but at the point of entry. 

 
Remember: The purpose of the desert rule is to speed up play.  The player does not 
need to find the ball, but must be sure that the ball is in-bounds.  If there is doubt as to 
whether the ball is in-bounds, then the player must follow the out-of-bounds rule, that is, 
return to the previous spot, and assess a one-stroke penalty. 
 
Rule number three seems to be the main cause of misinterpretation of the VGA desert 
rule.  If you use the desert rule, and you drop the ball opposite where it is found and not 
at the point of entry, remember what Dom DeLuise said to his fellow dancers in Blazing 
Saddles, “Wrong!”  If you do so, you have an unfair advantage over those golfers 
who know and follow the rules. 
 
In general, it is every golfer’s responsibility to know the rules of golf and VGA players 
need to know the specialized VGA rule exceptions.  If any player observes a rule 
infraction, it is his or her responsibility to speak up and discuss it with the foursome.  If 
the foursome cannot resolve the ruling, then it is their responsibility to report it to the 
tournament director before the official scores are posted. 
 

The Phoenix City Golf Card 

VGA members may renew their Phoenix City Golf card on the yearly anniversary of its 
purchase.  The renewal cost is $30.  The VGA will continue to reimburse $10.00 to VGA 
members who purchase a new city card.

 



VGA Hats for Sale!  
 
The VGA has a selection of good quality 
hats with our logo.  There are two styles 
including: white with a blue or tan trim 
for $35, sand with a tan trim for $35 (not 
shown in the picture), and white with a 
blue trim and chin tie for $30.  There are 
also white golf hats for $15 and visors 
for $10.  See Fred Baldwin for details.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


